
 

Other revenue funding sources that might 
support project development costs  

*Updated June 2025 

Business support from Co-operatives UK and the Co-operative Bank 

Cooperatives UK offer up to 6 days of tailored support plus half a day of peer-
support for organisations wanting to start a co-op, convert to a co-op or gain 
business support for an existing co-op. 

Business Support for Co-ops | Co-operatives UK 

Community Shares Booster Funding Scheme 

The community shares booster funding scheme offers development grants 
between £2K and £15K to cover financial planning, governance support, 
marketing costs and being assessed for the community shares standard mark to 
support organisations wanting to prepare a community share offer. 

Apply to the Booster Fund | Co-operatives UK 

Reach Fund from Access managed by Social Investment Business 

Reach Fund offers grants between £5K and £15K to help charities and social 
enterprises raise investment. Organisations must have already been referred by 
an Access Point they are working with (a social investor approved by Reach 
Fund) to apply. 

Reach Fund | Funding | Social Investment Business (sibgroup.org.uk) 

Architectural Heritage Fund – The Heritage Revival Fund – Project Viability and 
Project Development Grants  

Architectural Heritage Fund offer project viability grants of up to £15K and 
project development grants of up to £100K, funded by the Department for 
Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) and Historic England. Project viability grants 
focus on understanding the condition of the building, how it might be used, and 
whether that intended use is appropriate for the building and likely to be 
sustainable. Project development grants can cover the costs of developing and 
coordinating your project and taking it towards the start of work on site. 

England | The Architectural Heritage Fund (ahfund.org.uk) 

The Great British Energy Community Fund (GBECF) 

The Great British Energy Community Fund (GBECF) is a £5 million programme 
being delivered by the five Net Zero Hubs in England on behalf of the 

https://www.uk.coop/business-support-co-ops
https://www.uk.coop/support-your-co-op/community-shares/support/booster-fund/apply
https://www.sibgroup.org.uk/funds/reach-fund/
https://ahfund.org.uk/grants/england/


 
Department for Energy Security and Net Zero and Great British Energy. The 
GBECF is a grant scheme to support with the development of community energy 
projects, including local renewable and low carbon energy projects and energy 
efficiency retrofit and advice projects. Funding is for the development of projects 
from concept to investable scheme, including launching approaches to 
community fundraising. 

Great British Energy Community Fund | Community Energy England 

Historic England – Repair Grants for Heritage at Risk 

Historic England provide grants primarily for urgent repairs or other work 
required to address risk by preventing loss of or damage to important 
architectural, archaeological or landscape features. They will fund project 
development work, such as a specialist report or an investigative survey to help 
better understand the site or to consider the options for its future use. 

Repair Grants for Heritage at Risk - Guidance for Applicants | Historic England 

Additional guidance on finding suitable funding 

In addition to the grants above, there are a number of sector and area specific 
grants on offer. Check out the following for information on grants which may 
apply specifically to your organisation: 
 

• Your local VCSE sector infrastructure organisation  
• Your leading sports body or similar  
• Your local authority, who may have community grant funding that can be 

used for pilots and community events linked to capital work 
Apply for Funding for Community Projects - GOV-UK Find a grant 

• Any unrestricted funding sources locally or nationally, which can be used 
to support project development costs 

 

General revenue and capital funding sources which could 
include an element of investment readiness support: 

National Lottery Community Fund - Awards for All 

Awards for All offers between £300 and £20K of funding. Grants are focussed on 
delivering activities for community benefit but have been used to support an 
element of capacity building as part of this. 

National Lottery Awards for All England | The National Lottery Community Fund 

 

https://communityenergyengland.org/pages/community-energy-fund
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/repair-grants-har-guidance-for-applicants/
https://www.find-government-grants.service.gov.uk/grants/funding-for-community-projects#summary
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/national-lottery-awards-for-all-england


 
 

National Lottery Community Fund – Reaching Communities 

Reaching Communities offers over 20K of funding which can be spent on 
organisational development including capacity building. 

Reaching Communities England | The National Lottery Community Fund 

Heritage Fund – National Lottery Heritage Grants 

National Lottery Heritage Fund offer grants between £10K and £10 million which 
include a development phase of up to two years. While these grants are not 
solely for project development, they can include activities to strengthen your 
organisation. The fund does not define ‘heritage’ in strict terms, so this could be 
worth exploring even if you don’t consider the building or space to be a 
traditional heritage asset. 

Funding | The National Lottery Heritage Fund 

 

https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/reaching-communities-england
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/funding

